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	Name: Reginald M. Rasch

	
	Company Name: Rakuten USA, Inc.

	
	Current or Most Recent Role:
Head of Legal, Rakuten Americas

	
	Are You the Top Legal Officer – GC/CLO?  Yes

	
	To whom do you report (Title):
Rakuten USA, Inc., President
Rakuten, Inc. Executive Officer - Legal

	Education:
JD, St. John’s University School of Law
BS, State University of New York at New Paltz
	Company Revenue and Market Cap:
US Revenue - $1.8 Billion
Global Revenue - $8.8 Billion
Global Market Cap - $14.3 Billion

	Law School Graduation Date: 1995
	Public? Yes

	GC Sponsors: 
Damien Atkins, GC Hershey’s
Deidre Stanley, GC Thomson Reuters
Emerson Moore, GC TMP Worldwide
	Primary Area(s) of Practice/Experience (explain):
Commercial Transactions – Drafted and negotiated hundreds of commercial agreements, with emphasis on technology and software 
Corporate Transactions – 4+ years as a law firm corporate associate working on M&A and banking transactions and securities law filings and 18 years in-house completing over 25 technology acquisitions, dispositions and strategic investments
Privacy – Advising Rakuten on privacy, creating the Americas region privacy office and guiding the business through GDPR compliance
Information Security – Advising Rakuten on information security issues, managing incident response and drafting information security policies for the Americas
Litigation – In-house litigation management, representing the business on commercial, employment and patent litigation matters
Employment – In-house employment law, managing employee relations, policy development, litigation and compliance

	Any Geographical Preferences or Restrictions?
Prefer Greater New York Area but open to other locations
	Law Firm Experience (firms, years practice areas):
Cummings & Lockwood, CT – Summer Associate 1994, Corporate Associate 1995 - 1996
Stroock & Stroock & Lavan, NY – Structured Finance Associate 1996 – 1997
Warshaw Burstein, NY – September 1997 - 2000

	Prior In-House Titles: 
General Counsel, Rakuten Marketing 
Deputy General Counsel, Rakuten LinkShare
Association General Counsel, LinkShare Corporation (acquired by Rakuten)
Director, Legal Affairs, LinkShare Corporation
	Industry Experience:
Internet; digital advertising; ecommerce; data Intelligence; streaming content; and consumer applications

	Contact Information: (Email, Phone Number, Address)
Email: reggierasch@gmail.com
Phone: (917) 771-3937
Address: 2 Tudor City Place 4AS, New York, New York 10017

	Size of the Largest Team Managed (explain): 19
4 lawyers – direct reports
9 lawyers – indirect reports 
1 senior legal manager – direct report
2 legal assistants – indirect reports 
3 compliance professionals – indirect reports
(team geographically disbursed – New York, San Mateo, Salt Lake City, Washington, DC)

	Explain level of Corporate Governance and Corporate Board Room Experience:
· Created the first governance policies for the Americas region and trained employees and directors on policies
· Served as secretary of Rakuten Marketing from 2007 to 2018, advising the Board on governance and legal issues
· Currently serving as secretary of Rakuten USA, Inc., responsible for regional compliance with governance guidelines 
	In which of these critical areas do you have experience -- M&A, Securities, Corporate Governance, Finance, Litigation Management, Compliance, Regulatory and Enterprise Risk Assessment?  Please explain.
M&A – M&A experience as a corporate associate; As an in-house lawyer, responsible for leading or supervising acquisitions and dispositions for Rakuten, including cross border transactions in the UK and France 
Securities – As a law firm associate, prepared periodic Exchange Act filings, 10-Ks, 10-Qs for public companies and drafted registration statements, Form S-3, and prepared private placement memorandums for securitization transactions 
Corporate Governance – Served as Rakuten Marketing’s secretary from 2007 - 2018, advising the board on legal issues; currently serving as Rakuten USA, Inc.’s secretary responsible for administering the regional governance policy
Litigation Management – Responsible for managing commercial disputes, high profile employment litigation, patent litigation and overseeing FTC inquiries and investigations 
Compliance – Launched the Americas region’s first compliance program consisting of written policies and training for employees on workplace conduct, information security best practices and conflicts of interest; currently serving on the regional risk and compliance steering committee 
Regulatory and Enterprise Risk – Responsible for managing the region’s insurance program which covers all technology businesses in the Americas, excluding Brazil

	Experience with Public Company Securities Issues:
· Managed Exchange Act Filings for public companies as a corporate associate
· Drafted registration statements and transaction documents for securitization transactions as a structured finance associate
· Participated in CLEs and seminars on public offerings of securities
	International Experience:
· Closed M&A transactions in the UK and in France
· Legal work for the launch of business operations in Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany and the UK
· GDPR compliance for US companies collecting personal information from EU residents
· Cross border transactions with partners located Japan and Singapore
· Periodic trips to Japan to collaborate with Rakuten personnel on a variety of issues
· China legal entity creation and dissolution

	Name: Reginald M. Rasch

	Summary of Experience/Bio: (300 words or less):
I manage the Rakuten Americas region legal department and oversee the delivery of legal services to the portfolio of Americas based technology and information services businesses.  I also serve on the Americas region steering committee charged with managing regional operations.  Rakuten Americas did not have a centralized regional legal function prior to me taking on this position in 2016.  This gave me the opportunity to build the organization from the ground up, which included hiring personnel and aligning the team to support the region.  Among other recent accomplishments, I have instituted M&A and post-merger integration processes to improve the overall onboarding and integration of new businesses, centralized the delivery of employment law advice across the region and launched a regional privacy initiative to improve privacy compliance.  As the lead lawyer for the Americas, my practice spans commercial transactions, M&A, strategic investments, privacy, information security, employment, intellectual property, litigation and real estate.  I have also implemented a governance structure for the Americas region. 
Prior to becoming Head of Legal for Rakuten Americas, I worked for Rakuten Marketing LLC, Rakuten’s digital advertising business, starting as Director, Legal Affairs in 2000 and eventually progressing to General Counsel in 2007, a position I held until being promoted to Head of Legal for the Americas in 2016.  At Rakuten Marketing, I negotiated hundreds of commercial relationships with customers and technology providers and was responsible for negotiating several key acquisitions for that business unit.  During this period, I also managed acquisitions in the US for the Japanese parent that have led to Rakuten’s rapid expansion in the Americas. 
I began my career as a corporate associate at Cummings & Lockwood in CT.  I later joined Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP as a structured finance associate and then moved to Warshaw Burstein, again focusing on corporate transactions.
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